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Target group:
 The Asia-Pacific Workshop 2012 is intended for:

· Researchers, educators, and practitioners from across the entire Asia-Pacific region, who have an academic background, primarily in psychology, and who are interested and experienced in work on disasters
· Psychologists who work with particular target groups, such as children and adolescents
· Young and early career scientists from Asian-Pacific countries
Background to the workshop:

The focus on the Asia and Pacific region relates to two important facts: First, the four billion inhabitants of the region form 60% of the world’s population, yet in the last decade, 41% of the natural disasters around the world occurred in this region, bringing untold damage, loss of life, and hardship., Second, the majority of countries in this region are developing and often lack an advanced infrastructure or responsive rescue systems, meaning that help is typically concentrated on addressing physical and infrastructural devastation with less attention paid to the effects on individuals, especially on psychological adversity. For example, people need help to deal with problems arising from the loss of close relatives, from significant property and/or environmental loss, from the effects of physical injury, and from other stressors, including the overarching effects of displacement. The effects on psychological health, which can be long-lasting, are known to vary with age and other demographic characteristics, reflecting differences in cognitive capabilities and other resources to deal with the challenges of a disaster. Here the concept of resilience is a potentially powerful asset in understanding responses to disaster: the degree of resilience to stressors depends on both social and individual factors within a particular region, so that it is important to be mindful of the cultural and infrastructural context.
Workshop focus:

The  workshop will use international scientific and applied expertise to help researchers, educators and practitioners in the Asia and Pacific region have a better understanding of and ability to respond to the mental health consequences of regional disasters. The focus will be on events that have a tremendous negative impact on large sections of the population in the affected area, such as natural catastrophes, technological failure, warfare or pandemics. The workshop will also address a particular group that has been relatively overlooked in this regard, that is to say, children and adolescents. As well as focusing on the science needed to enhance the relevance of psychological interventions in the Asia-Pacific region, the workshop will also aim at increasing the capacity for sustained theoretical and applied research in the Asia and Pacific area.  In sum, the workshop aims to:

· present participants with the most recent scientific and applied scientific evidence and knowledge on Psychological Intervention after Disasters; 
· show the constraints and opportunities of working with particular target groups, such as children and adolescents; 
· develop relevant knowledge provision, education and training in academic programs of psychology;

· help in developing a regional network to support continuance in scientific and training in mental health support following disaster. 

In sum, the overall aim is to use existing Union experience and its access to international scientific and applied expertise on resilience in the face of stressful and traumatic events to help researchers, educators and practitioners in the Asia and Pacific region to have a better understanding of and ability to respond to the mental health consequences of regional disasters. It is expected that the workshop will be a first step in a somewhat longer plan by IUPsyS and its partners towards meeting these aims.

Topics and Faculty: 

Individual differences in response to disasters: the concept of and research into resilience with special emphasis on children and adolescents. 

Abigail Gewirtz, Associate Professor, Dept. of Family Social Science & Institute of Child Development, University of Minnesota, USA
Interventions after disasters: Assessment of need and approaches to intervention at different phases following disaster.
Shu Li, Chairman of the Degree Committee of Institute of Psychology and Director of the Centre for Social & Economic Behaviour, Institute of Psychology, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Beijing, China.

Interventions after disasters: Cultural sensitive intervention methods in response to disasters. 

Joop T de Jong, Professor of Cultural and International Psychiatry, VU University Medical Centre, Amsterdam; Adjunct Professor of Psychiatry, Boston University School of Medicine Rhodes University, South Africa.
Cross-disciplinary research on behavioural, brain-related and epigenetic processes that shed new light on human response to disasters. 

Marinus H. van IJzendoorn, Professor, Centre for Child and Family Studies, Leiden University, The Netherlands.

The following topics will also be addressed during the workshop:

The need for evaluation and monitoring later, including the personal that may have suffered during the process
The assessment of interventions
Long term prospective of intervention for sustainability

Collective resilience, such as cultural bonds or membership in religious groups

Community mobilization of relevance 

How to apply for the Asia-Pacific Workshop:
Complete the application form; see appendix.

Send the completed form by 30 December, 2011
via email: IUPsySCB@psych.ac.cn
or via fax: +8610-64872070.

As a successful applicant, you would receive the following support:
· Letter of Invitation: A formal letter of invitation to participants to help raise funds and obtain visas to attend the workshop will be sent by Chinese Academy of Sciences.
· Accommodation: Costs will be covered and accommodation will be provided in a good quality hotel .
· Transport: Costs will be covered by the workshop (most economic available, for example, economy airfare).

APPLICATION FORM

Please type and return either by email or fax

1. Personal data

Name:

Sex: 

Age:

Nationality:

2. Contacts

Postal address (street, number, city, postal code, country):

Telephone and/or mobile phone number:

E-Mail:

3. Organisation or institution (if applicable)
Name:

Postal address:

E-Mail:

Homepage:

Your role in the institution or organisation:

4. Previous experience (related to the theme of the workshop)
What type of experience do you have regarding Psychological Intervention after Disasters?

Please list any publications in this field:

5. Motivation and interests


Why would you like to participate in this workshop?


6. Expectations

What do you think you could learn from the workshop?


How would such a workshop help you to improve your research/practice in this field?


7. Visa

If you need a visa for China, please indicate:

· Date of birth: 

· Passport number: 

· Place and date of issue of passport: 

· Expiry date:

Additional requests:
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