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Born in France, Catherine Cesarsky received a degree in Physical Sciences at the University of 
Buenos Aires and graduated with a PhD in Astronomy in 1971 from Harvard University 
(Cambridge, Mass., USA). She worked at the California Institute of Technology. In 1974, she 
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Sciences de la Matière (DSM), Commissariat à l'Energie Atomique (CEA). From 1985 to 1993, she 
was the Head of SAp. Later, as Director of DSM (1994 - 1999), she led a team of about 3000 
scientists, engineers and technicians active within a broad spectrum of basic research 
programmes in physics, chemistry, astrophysics and earth sciences. From 1999 to 2007, she was 
the Director General of the European Southern Observatory. She is now Haut Commissaire à 
l’Energie Atomique. Since 2006, she is President of the International Astronomical Union 
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