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UPCOMING RELEASE OF NEW EVIDENCE ABOUT CHANGE IN THE POLAR 
REGIONS 

 
 

International Polar Year event, Geneva, 24-25 February 2009 
 
A milestone in our understanding of the Earth system is the International Polar Year (IPY) 2007-
2008, a joint initiative of the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and the International 
Council for Science (ICSU). Thousands of scientists from over 60 countries have carried out over 
160 research and outreach projects, which advance our understanding in many areas, including 
global climate change. New insights in polar knowledge resulting from this historical undertaking 
will be made public at a ceremony at WMO headquarters on 25 February 2009, where the “State of 
Polar Research”, a succinct report with preliminary findings of IPY will be released. This will be 
preceded by a press conference at the Palais des Nations. 
 
Every day throughout February, in the lead-up to this event, major IPY research projects are 
releasing information for the media, and making themselves available for media enquiries. A wide 
range of projects will be profiled reflecting the diversity of IPY. Examples include studies of Arctic 
community adaptation to climate, vast changes in permafrost, extensive marine biodiversity surveys 
in both Polar Regions, exploration of Antarctic sub-glacial lakes, Antarctic research in search of 
insight into life on Mars, and the establishment of a network of young polar researchers. For more 
information, please visit www.ipy.org/index.php?ipy/detail/feb09_projects/ 
 
Press conference at the Palais des Nations, Geneva 
 
You are cordially invited to a press conference about findings of the International Polar Year that 
will be held at the Palais des Nations (Room III), on 25 February 2009, at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Speakers at the press conference will be: Mr Michel Jarraud, Secretary-General of WMO; Ms 
Catherine Bréchignac, President of ICSU; and Mr Dave Carlson, Director IPY International 
Programme Office. They will be accompanied by Mr Ian Allison and Mr Michel Beland, Co-Chairs 
of the IPY 2007-2008 Joint Committee. The list of names and contacts of scientists who will be 
present in Geneva will be sent to you in due time. Please see media contacts below to facilitate 
interviews.  
 
Journalists not accredited to the United Nations Office at Geneva but who wish to participate in the 
press conference are kindly requested to contact Ms Catherine Fegli: tel: +41 22 917 23 13; fax: 
+41 22 917 00 73; e-mail: cfegli@unog.ch, and visit the following link:  

http://www.ipy.org/index.php?ipy/detail/feb09_projects/
mailto:cfegli@unog.ch
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www.unog.ch/80256EDD006B9C2E/(httpPages)/70991F6887C73B2280256EE700379C58?OpenD
ocument 
 
IPY ceremony at WMO headquarters 
 
Media are cordially invited to the ceremony that will take place at WMO headquarters on 
Wednesday 25 February, from 15h30 to 17h00 in the presence of eminent scientists from different 
regions who were involved in IPY research projects. The programme of the ceremony will be sent 
to you in due time. You are also invited to the reception (Attic Restaurant, WMO) that will follow 
the ceremony. 
 
“Our Polar heritage” – A photographic exhibition of scientists at work in the polar regions 
 
You are invited to the opening, on 24 February at 18h30 followed by a reception at the Palais des 
Nations (door 40, mezzanine), of “Our Polar Heritage”, a unique photographic exhibition of 
scientists at work in the field during the IPY. The exhibition will take place at the Palais des 
Nations, from 23 February to 23 March 2009. The photographs will also be displayed in the WMO 
online gallery at the following address: www.wmo.int/artgallery/ and may be used upon request by 
media for non commercial purposes.  
 
 
For more information about events in Geneva on February 24th and 25th, please contact 
WMO: 
Ms Carine Richard-Van Maele, Chief, Communications and Public Affairs, Tel: +41 (0) 22 730 
8315, E-mail: cvanmaele@wmo.int  
Ms Gaëlle Sévenier, Press Officer, Tel. +41 (0) 22 730 8417, E-mail: gsevenier@wmo.int;Web site: 
www.wmo.int 
For film material and photographs, please contact Kosmos Akande-Alasoka, Public Information 
Officer, Tel. +41 (0) 22 730 8097, E-mail: kakande-alasoka@wmo.int 
 
 
For more information on the media campaign throughout February, or to receive daily media 
updates, please contact the IPY International Programme Office: 
Dr Rhian Salmon, IPY IPO Education and Outreach Coordinator, Tel: +44 771 118 1509, E-mail: 
ipy.ras@gmail.com  
Dr David Carlson, IPY IPO Director, Tel: +44 771 537 1759, E-mail: ipy.djc@gmail.com 
IPY International Programme Office: Tel: +44 1223 221468, E-mail: ipyipo@bas.ac.uk 
 
Media contacts at ICSU: 
Ms Jacinta Legg (until 13 February), Communications Officer, Tel: +33 6 70 98 73 14, E-mail: 
jacinta.legg@icsu.org 
M. Paul Cutler (after 13 February), Science Officer, Tel: +33 1 45 25 53 21, E-mail: 
paul.cutler@icsu.org; Web site: www.icsu.org 
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